Community voices call for greater

awareness of rabies virus, a focus on
responsible animal ownership, and
improved reporting channels.
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* Dogs and cats provide security from vermin and thieves PRACTICE

* General perception that animals are not treated humanely and are frequent
victims of neglect and unprovoked violence
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“Sometimes we contribute greatly for an animal to become stray dog because people
treated animals as if they do not have life meaning.”

Rabies and health knowledge
* High awareness of rabies (at 79%), but few knew what caused it
* General understanding that rabies is lethal, comes from dog bites, and causes

madness “If someone has been
* Use local names, such as “en tin en penk” and “craze dog” bitten by a dog, the
* Many believed that all stray dogs have rabies — person will behave

and that rabies is inherent in dogs like the dog.”
* Varying perceptions of risk of rabies, usually correlating with rabies knowledge

RABIES

is a very serious

* Inconsistent knowledge of need for immediate treatment sickness.
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¢ Many participants were unsure where or to whom to report an animal bite P L
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* Poor communication and coordination of cases between human and animal health EETEeEy

* Fear of cost and fees are a major challenge in reporting: traveling to a health
facility costs money; receiving treatment often costs money; a livestock officer
may require a fee to investigate a rabid animal; vaccines and other post-exposure
prophylaxis is incredibly expensive (and often unavailable)
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“The woman was a relative to me and she and son was bitten by a mad dog .... What they
do, they used traditional herbs to cure them, but the situation becomes worse and the
child was taken to the hospital so he could survive. Because during that period the
treatment was not in Makeni so the child could not survive with the rabies.”
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